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H' t 'HE one absolutely unselfish friend a man may 
I have in this selfish world, the one that never 
deserts him, the one that never proves un- 
grateful or treacherous, is the dog. 

"A man's dog stands by him in prosperity and 
in poverty, in health and in sickness. He will sleep 
on the cold ground, when the wintry winds blow and 
the snow drives fiercely, if only he may be near his 
master's side. He will kiss the hand that has no food 
to offer, he will lick the wounds and sores that come 
in encounter with the roughness of the world. He 
guards the sleep of his pauper master as if he were a 
prince. . . . 

"When the last scene of all comes and death 
takes his master in its embrace and his body is laid 
away in the cold ground, no matter if all other 
friends pursue their way, there by his grave will the 
noble dog be found, his head between his paws and 
his eyes sad, but open in alert watchfulness, faithful 
and true even to death." 
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A Tribute to the Dog. <# 

By Gustav Kobbe. 

HE words printed on the opposite page are 
a fragment of the peroration to a speech 
in a suit at law to recover damages for 
the death of a dog. The speech was 
delivered in a law court in Missouri in 
September, 1870, by George Graham 
Vest, who eight years later was elected a U. S. Sena- 
tor from Missouri and served until he died in 1904, 
being five times re-elected. 

Eloquent, aggressive — a hard but fair fighter 
for his party's principles — how many of those who 
have written to their favorite newspapers requesting 
them to print " 'The Defense of a Dog' by Vest," have 
realized that the author was a man of such eminence, 
or are familiar with the circumstances that called 
forth so beautiful a tribute to the fidelity of the dog? 
In that part of Missouri where the trial took place it 
was a cause celebre. Elsewhere nothing is known 
about it save the peroration and even that, so far as 
I am aware, never has been published save fugitively 
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in newspapers. 
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THE The dog that called forth this tribute was a 

LOTUS foxhound named Drum, owned by Charles Burden, 
who lived in the Western part of Johnson county, 
Mo. Drum was known far and near as one of the 
fastest and least uncertain of hunting dogs. His 
bark was singularly musical. No hunt of importance 
came off in Johnson, Cass or Henry county in which 
Drum was not a prominent figure. This dog was 
shot by a man named Leonidas Hornsby and his 
owner sued for damages. Technically the case was 
docketed as Burden vs. Hornsby, but owing to the 
fame of the dog, it was spoken of as "the Drum case." 
It began before a Justice of the Peace, was appealed 
to the Court of Common Pleas and, on that court be- 
ing abolished, was transferred to another. Two law 
firms were concerned in it from the start — Elliott & 
Blodgett for the owner of the dog, and Crittenden & 
Cockrell for the defendant. The senior partner of 
the latter firm was Thomas T. Crittenden, afterwards 
Governor of Missouri who, in an interview shortly 
after Senator Test's death, gave his recollections of 
the case. It was in the last trial, in September, 1870, 
that Vest made his speech. Judge Poster P. Wright, 
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who was presiding, allowed two speeches to a side, 
saying, "I want this dog case fully tried and ended; 
it has already exhausted too much time." 

DLODGrETT made the opening speech for Drum. 
Crittenden opened and Cockrell followed for the 
defendant. They knew the members of the jury and 
were confident of winning the case — until Vest arose 
and began his closing speech for the plaintiff. 

"I have often heard him," said Governor Crit- 
tenden, "but never have I heard from his lips, nor 
from those of any other man, so graceful, so impetu- 
ous and so eloquent a speech as Vest's before the jury 
in that dog case. He seemed to recall from history 
all the instances where dogs had displayed intelli- 
gence and fidelity to man. He quoted more lines of 
history and poetry about them than I had supposed 
had been written, capping the monument he had 
erected by quotations from the Bible of dogs sooth- 
ing the sores of Lazarus, from Byron's ' 'Tis sweet to 
hear the honest watchdog's bark,' from Scott's 'The 
hound's deep hate and huntsman's ire' and from Mot- 
ley's graphic description of how the fidelity of a dog 
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THE had prevented the capture of William of Orange by 
LOTUS the Duke of Alva. 

"It was as perfect a piece of oratory as ever 
was heard from pulpit or bar. Court, jury, lawyers 
and audience were entranced. I looked at the jury 
and saw all were in tears, especially the foreman, who 
wept copiously as one who has lost his best friend. 
I said to Cockrell that we were defeated; that the 
dog, though dead, had won; and that we had better 
get out of the courthouse with our client, else all 
would be hanged. The victory for the other side was 
complete. Our client, however, insisted on an appeal 
to the Supreme Court which was taken. But that 
court said, in an opinion written by Judge Bliss, 
' This case should have stopped there' — meaning with 
the verdict previously rendered. 

"Drum has been canonized by that speech in 
that part of Missouri. "When Vest left the court- 
house, even the dogs of the village seemed to gather 
around him in their love and followed him as their 
friend to his hotel." 

IT is the peroration of that speech, the impression 
made by which Governor Crittenden was able to 
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recall so vividly, that has found its way into print. 
Here it is, and well worth reading and saving — as 
eloquent and touching a tribute to the dog as ever 
has been delivered: — 

" G-entlemen of the Jury: The best friend a 
man has in this world may turn against him and be- 
come his enemy. His son and daughter that he has 
reared with loving care may become ungrateful. 
Those who are nearest and dearest to us, those whom 
we trust with our happiness and our good name, may 
become traitors to their faith. The money that a man 
has he may lose. It flies away from him when he 
may need it most. Man's reputation may be sacri- 
ficed in a moment of ill considered action. The 
people who are prone to fall on their knees and do us 
honor when success is with us may be the first to 
throw the stone of malice when failure settles its 
cloud upon our heads. The one absolutely unselfish 
friend a man may have in this selfish world, the one 
that never deserts him, the one that never proves un- 
grateful or treacherous, is the dog. 

"Gentlemen of the Jury: A man's dog stands 
by him in prosperity and poverty, in health and in 
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THE sickness. He will sleep on the cold ground, when 
LOTUS * fle wintry winds blow and the snow drives fiercely, if 
only he may be near his master's side. He will kiss 
the hand that has no food to offer, he will lick the 
wounds and sores that come in encounter with the 
roughness of the world. He guards the sleep of his 
pauper master as if he were a prince. 

"When all other friends desert, he remains. 
"When riches take wings and reputation falls to pieces 
he is as constant in his love as the sun in its journey 
through the heavens. If fortune drives the master 
forth an outcast into the world, friendless and home- 
less, the faithful dog asks no higher privilege than 
that of accompanying him, to guard him against 
danger, to fight against his enemies, and when the 
last scene of all comes and death takes his master in 
its embrace and his body is laid away in the cold 
ground, no matter if all other friends pursue their 
way, there by his graveside will the noble dog be 
found, his head between his paws and his eyes sad, 
but open in alert watchfulness, faithful and true even 
to death." 

CENATOB VEST'S speech has been utilized as a 
funeral oration for at least one dog. Some two 
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years after the Senator's death a dog named Pero was 
run over and killed by an automobile in Denver, 
Col. Over this dog's grave his owner read the 
speech. Then one of the owner's friends pronounc- 
ed these words: — 

"We are here to pay tribute to a dead friend 

"It may be true that the body we here consign 
to the keeping of Mother Earth did not contain a 
soul. Who can tell? 

"To those who knew him Pero was only a dog, 
created to be the servant, companion and friend of 
man. 

"We need not be ashamed that we surround 
his burial place, because in life he acted well his 
part. 

"There was no deceit in him. He repaid every 
act of kindness with all his honest affection. 

"Many men have died to whom could not be 
ascribed truthfully the virtues possessed by him. 

"Let us drink to his memory and indulge in 
hope that as we believe there will be life for us be- 
yond the earth, so for this faithful servant and friend 
there is a reward provided for his virtues." 
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THE That too is an interesting tribute, because it 

LOTUS voices a suggestion often made by lovers of faithful 
animals, that man should not have a monopoly of 
immortality. 

It is but recently that a dog has followed the 
coffin of a King. Caesar, the pet of Edward VII, 
walked behind his master's charger between thirty 
thousand British soldiers who stood with arms 
reversed. 

IN Governor Crittenden's description of Vest's address 
to the jury he refers to the escape of William 
of Orange from capture — a capture that would have 
led to his execution — through the fidelity of a dog. 
The incident occurred while William was attempting 
to relieve the city of Mons, when his army, complete- 
ly surprised by a night attack, was, for two hours, at 
the mercy of the Spaniards. Had the prince himself 
been captured and, as undoubtedly would have hap- 
pened, been executed by Alva, it might have been 
years before the Netherlands would have been able 
to cast off the yoke of Spain; so that the fidelity of a 
little dog really influenced the course of history. 
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As the episode is related by Motley, it was on 
the eleventh of September, 1572, that Don Frederick, 
with a force of four thousand picked men, established 
himself at Saint Florian, a village near the Havre 
gate of Mons, while the Prince of Orange had en- 
camped at Hermigny, within a half league of the 
same place, whence he attempted to introduce rein- 
forcements into the town. On the night of the 
eleventh and twelfth Don Frederick hazarded an 
"encamisada" upon the Prince's camp, which proved 
eminently successful, and had nearly resulted in the 
capture of the Prince himself. A chosen band of six 
hundred arquebusiers, attired as was customary in 
nocturnal expeditions, with their shirts outside 
their armor, that they might recognize each other in 
the darkness, were led by Julian Bomero within the 
lines of the enemy. The sentinels were cut down, the 
whole army surprised, and, for a moment, powerless, 
while, for two hours long, from one o'clock in the 
morning until three, the Spaniards butchered their 
foes, hardly aroused from their sleep, ignorant by 
how small a force they had been thus suddenly sur- 
prised, and unable in the confusion to distinguish 



tl 



17 



THE between friend and foe. 
LOTUS The boldest, led by Julian in person, made at 

once for the Prince's tent. His guards and himself 
were in profound sleep, but a small spaniel, which 
always passed the night upon his bed, was a more 
faithful sentinel. The creature sprang forward, 
barking furiously at the sound of hostile footsteps 
and scratching his master's face with his paws. 
There was but just time for the Prince to mount a 
horse, which was ready saddled, and to effect his es- 
cape through the darkness before his enemies sprang 
into the tent. His servants were cut down, his mas- 
ter of the horse and two of his secretaries, who gained 
their saddles a moment later, all lost their lives, and 
but for the little dog's watchfulness William of 
Orange, upon whose shoulders the whole weight of 
his country's fortunes depended, would have been 
led within a week to an ignominious death. After- 
wards to his dying day the Prince kept a spaniel of 
the same race in his bedchamber. 

/^EOEGE GBAHAM VEST was born in Frankfort, 
Ky., in 1830. He graduated from Center Col- 
lege, Danville, Ky., in 1848, and later from the law 
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department of Lexington, Ky. He then removed to 
Missouri, practicing law first at Georgetown, then at 
Booneville. In 1860 he was elected to the legisla- 
ture. For two years he was a member of the lower 
house of the Confederate Congress and was then ap- 
pointed to the Confederate Senate for one year. 
After the war he resumed his law practice in Sedalia, 
Mo., and later in Kansas city. He was elected to the 
U. S. Senate in 1878 and re-elected to successive 
terms until his death in 1904. 

Senator Vest was one of the most prominent 
men on the Democratic side of the Senate — active, 
vigorous and eloquent in debate. He spoke on all 
the prominent questions that came before the Senate 
while he was a member of that body. Yet it may be 
doubted whether, of all his many speeches, how- 
ever widely reported at the time, any will be remem- 
bered as long as his tribute to the dog in the case of 
Drum, a foxhound. 
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